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The Book of Beginnings

IMPORTANCE

Henry Morris once said, "The book of Genesis is probably the most important book ever written... If the Bible
were somehow expurgated of the book of Genesis (as many people today would prefer), the rest of the Bible
would be incomprehensible. It would be like a building without a ground floor, or a bridge with no support.”
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Chart Source: Bruce Wilkinson and Kenneth Boa
"Genesis tells about the beginning of the universe, time, life,
man, marriage, evil, suffering, languages, government, religion and the chosen people of God."® One writer
states, “Indeed, all the foundational doctrines and morality of the Christian faith can be found in Genesis, at
least in embryonic form."

Genesis “provides the foundation for the entire Bible in its history and theology. Its first eleven chapters give a
sweeping survey of primeval events: God’s work of creation, the fall of man, the judgment of the Flood, and the
spread of the nations. There is a sudden shift in chapter 12 as God singles out one man through whom He would
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bring salvation and bless all nations. The remainder of Genesis traces the story of Abraham and his descendants
Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.”®

AUTHOR - MOSES
John 5:46-47 — “For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of me. But if you do not believe
his writings, how will you believe my words?” (see also Matthew 8:4; 19:7-8; Mark 7:10; 12:26; Luke 24:27, 44;
John 7:19). Exodus 17:14; 24:4; 34:27;, Numbers 33:2; Deuteronomy 31:9, 22, 24 — All internally affirm Moses
as the author.

Anne Graham Lotz writes, "On November 8, 1981, the New York Times reported results of a data analysis by a
computer at the Technion, Israel's institute of technology in Haifa. Scholars fed the computer information
related to the Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible - Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and
Deuteronomy - including facts, style of writing, and vocabulary. After analyzing the data, the computer
concluded that a single author wrote all five books. According to Jewish tradition and biblical testimony,
Moses was the single author of the first five books of the Bible, also known as the Law of Moses, written in
approximately 1450BC. Scholars believe he compiled historical family records into an accurate account of
the years that preceded his time. The family records on which Genesis 1-11 are based are each indicated by
the phrase, "This is the account of ..." (Gen. 2:4, 5:1, 6:9, 10:1, 11:10, 27). This means that Genesis is essentially
an eyewitness account of man's earliest years!"®

Deuteronomy 34:5-8 recounts Moses’ death. Did Moses write this? It is likely that Joshua added this to the end
of the five books of Moses, again, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
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PURPOSE:

To record God'’s creation of the world and his desire to have a people set apart to worship him.2

KEY VERSES:
“So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them”
(1:27). “I will make you a great nation; | will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. |

will bless those who bless you, And | will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall
be blessed” (12:2-3).
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