
October 19, 2025

Sunday Worship Services 
9am Contemporary & 10:30am Traditional

mountvernon.church•MVBC app•Facebook•YouTube

11:30am Broadcast CW Richmond•mountvernon.church/tv



Sunday Attendance (October 12)

Groups

 464 Adult Bible Fellowship

 112  Mount Vernon Students

 238 Mount Vernon Kids

Worship

 734 9am Contemporary Worship

 504 10:30am Traditional Worship

1,238 TOTAL Worship

1,588 TOTAL On Campus Impact
(includes Worship, MV Kids & MV Students)

 597 TOTAL Online Impact

 3,200  Average Weekly Television Audience homes

New Members (October 12)

      
Mark & Elle Davis   
  Letter of Transfer                     

Prayers From This Past Week (October 10-16)

Juanita Branson

Hugh Conoly

Nancy Hudson

Ron Kuykendall

Matthew Lodge (son of Juanita Branson)

Mary Lynn Parker

Submit Your Prayer Request 
mountvernon.church/prayer•MVBC app

email pray@mountvernon.church•(804) 270-6600             

Looking for a previous week’s list?  

Email pray@mountvernon.church

COMMUNITY

Ministerial Staff   Email 

Dr. Josh Franklin jfranklin@mountvernon.church
    Senior Pastor
Rev. Clayton Carnall ccarnall@mountvernon.church
    Senior Associate Pastor 
Rev. Jerry Parker jparker@mountvernon.church
    Associate Pastor for Pastoral Care
Dr. John Sullivan jsullivan@mountvernon.church
    Associate Pastor for Worship Arts 
Michelle Ives mives@mountvernon.church
    Minister for Children & Families 
Rev. Jeff Randolph jrandolph@mountvernon.church
    Associate Pastor for Students
Rev. Gary Robertson grobertson@mountvernon.church
    Associate Pastor for Missions & Evangelism
Ashley Jones ajones@mountvernon.church
    Minister for Special Needs of Children & Students

October 19-25
mountvernon.church/events

Office Hours: 9am-4:30pm M-F
 

Sunday, October 19

 8a Bus Ministry

  Deacon-led payer • E210

 9a Contemporary Worship

  Sunday School - Children & Adults

 10:30a Traditional Worship

  Sunday School - all ages

 11:45a Women’s Ministry Leadership Team Mtg 

    • M110

 2p GriefShare • Fellowship Hall

 3:45p Student Worship Arts • E213/218/220 

 4p The Sounds of Christmas Rehearsal

   • Choir Room/Sanctuary

 6p Student Small Groups • E213  

Monday, October 20

 7:45a Feeding the Hungry • M118

 7p College/Young Adult Bible Study • E213 

Tuesday, October 21 

 10a Young at Heart Choir Rehearsal • M116 

 12p Chat n Chew • E210

 6p The Sounds of Christmas Rehearsal

    • Choir Room/Sanctuary

 6:30p Finance & Property PC Mtg •E206 

Wednesday, October 22

 8:45a Christian Yoga • E213

 10a Women’s Study • E213

 4p Mount Vernon on Mission Prayer • M106 

 5p Food Pantry Packing • M114

 5:30p Fellowship Dinner • Fellowship Hall

 6:15p KidJAM

 6:30p Mid-Week Study • Sanctuary

  Student Discipleship Groups • E213   

  MENtoring • E204 - Classroom

  PreJAM • 21/22

 6:30p Evangelism Bible Study • Fellowship Hall

 7:30p Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal • Choir Room

Thursday, October 23

 2p Women’s Study • M131/132  

 5p Handbell Rehearsal • Rehearsal Room 

 6:15p CWT Vocal Rehearsal • Choir Room

 7p CWT Rehearsal • Sanctuary

Saturday, October 25

 7:30a Men’s Study • E210 

 9a MIssion Saturday

   OCC Box Assembly • Fellowship Hall

   Elijah House Academy • offsite

   Serving In Jesus’ Name • offsite

 10a Food Pantry Distribution • Door 5
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Fellowship
9am & 10:30am • All Ages

Opportunities for Bible Study,  
building relationships, prayer & service

mountvernon.church/adults

Mount Vernon Kids
9am & 10:30am • Infants-Grade 5

mountvernon.church/kids

Mount Vernon Students
10:30am • Grades 6-12

mountvernon.church/students

mountvernon.church/missions

Spotlight
October 2025

Virginia Missions Offering
Total given $18,196

Alma Hunt $9,289 • Vision Virginia $8,907

Disaster Response Training
31 MVBC members were trained.

MVBC Feeding the Hungry Ministry
Provides 320 meals each month  
for the homeless in Richmond.

Gifts in Memory & Honor
Posted on the first Sunday of every month. 

Email dyarbrough@mountvernon.church  
for a previous month’s list.

Wednesdays 
4pm-5pm • M106

Praying for missions & ministries of the church.  
Everyone is welcome.

Sundays
8am-8:30am • E210

Praying that the Lord would bless and be glorified during 
Sunday morning activities. Everyone is welcome.

Tithes & Offerings 
for the Fiscal Year • 7/1/25-6/30/26              

As of October 12, 2025

Annual Tithes & Offerings Budget  $4,750,000 

YTD Budgeted  $1,296,104 

YTD Receipts  $1,293,067 

Weekly Receipts - Budgeted  $90,022 

Actual Receipts - Last Week  $76,063 

YTD Over (Shortfall)  $(3,037)

Annual Building Fund Budget  $310,947 

YTD Budgeted  $85,358 

YTD Receipts  $70,630 

Weekly Receipts - Budgeted  $3,811 

Actual Receipts - Last Week  $1,646 

YTD Over (Shortfall)  $(14,728)

Staff Openings

Job Descriptions & Apply Online: mountvernon.church/careers

Associate Pastor for Adult Ministries (full time)

Facilities & Grounds Assistant (part time)

Wednesday, October 22 • 5:30pm-6:30pm
Salad, Beef Tips over Rice and/or Mashed Potatoes, 

Roasted Vegetables, Country Style Green Beans,  
Rolls/Butter, Dessert

Gluten Free – Same as above with GF Dessert
Children’s – Hot Dog, Macaroni & Cheese, Tater Tots, 

Fruit/Applesauce/Pudding Cups, Dessert

Prices: Regular meal: $8; Child (2-11 years old): $4; Infant (<2): Free
Family Max (Discount): $25 (immediate family up to 2 Regular & 5 Child)

Reservation Deadline Monday•12pm  

mountvernon.church/dinner or (804) 270-6600



tlight

FEATURED EVENTS

mountvernon.church/events

Tuesday, December 9 • 7pm 
3 Tiers of Open Seating: 

$65 Artist Circle • $45 Gold Circle • $25 General
Order Tickets Online 

mountvernon.church/events
or in the lobby today 

Mount Vernon $5 Discount Code: CFAM (off for General Ad. & Gold Circle) 
All KIDS AGES 14 & UNDER enter for FREE with their paid/ticketed parents 

- ONLY for the GOLD CIRCLE & GENERAL ADMISSION seating

A True Family Christmas 

NEW WOMEN’S STUDIES  
Sign Up•mountvernon.church/women

The Women of Christmas  
by Liz Curtis Higgs 

Wednesdays•6pm•Oct 29-Nov 19 
Book $10•M131/132
led by Angela Howerton

The Gospel of John: Knowing Jesus 
through the I AM Statements 

by Lifeway Adults 
Tuesdays•12pm•Oct 28-Dec 9 

Book $9•E210
led by Caren Cummings

Submit a photo & a brief description of service  

for immediate family members that are veterans. 

Photos do not need to be a military photo. 

Submit Online mountvernon.church/events by Oct 26.

Honoring Veterans • November 9

International 
Gathering

Fun, Fellowship & Community

Saturday, November 8
5:30pm-8pm • Fellowship Hall

Bring & Share Meal: bring a dish from your 

home country to share with everyone. Wear 

clothes representing your home country.

Everyone is invited.Everyone is invited.

RSVP: mountvernon.church/eventsRSVP: mountvernon.church/events

When you are grieving a 
loved one’s death, 

 the holiday season can  
be especially painful.

Sunday, November 23

11:45am-2pm • Fellowship Hall
FREE Seminar & Lunch

Register Online
mountvernon.church/griefshare

Ticket $15/person•On Sale Onsite October 19 

Volunteer Opportunities
Decorators & Missions Market

Sign Up Online•mountvernon.church/women

 
Diwali, the “Festival of Lights,” is possibly the most popular festival in India and Nepal. Diwali is the Hindu New Year, a five day festival that 
celebrates the triumph of good over evil. During Diwali in South Asia, people hang lights around the city and light candles as a sign of that 
triumph. People stay up late into the night, playing music and lighting fireworks. In the Hindu religion, Diwali celebrates the return of Rama, a 
Hindu god, after his 14 year exile (when he was greeted at night with a beautiful display of lights) and the victory of the god Krishna over a 
demon. Diwali is not only a Hindu festival, though, as Jains, Sikhs and some Buddhists celebrate it too. 

Much like Christmas in the Western world, Diwali is an opportunity for South Asians to buy gifts and candy for their friends, family and neighbors. 
In the US, it is often celebrated on one day.  South Asians may decorate their homes with strings of lights similar to Christmas decorations.

This year Diwali is celebrated October ; it changes every year because the dates depend on the progression of the moon. Christians in South 
Asia may participate in some activities with their Hindu friends and neighbors as they celebrate Diwali and look for opportunities to share about 
how Jesus is the true Light of the World! 

Jesus said in John 8:12 “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life.”
This Diwali, pray that your Hindu neighbors and coworkers would be introduced to the Light of the World, Jesus. 

Pray 

• John 6:44 tells us that no one comes to the Father unless the Father draws them. Pray that the Spirit of God would come in power this 
Diwali, turning the hearts of Hindus away from their false gods and unto the Father who loves them. 

• Even during the Festival of Lights, spiritual darkness permeates South Asians. Pray that the power of the enemy over the hearts, minds 
and souls of Hindus would be broken and banished, and that Christ would reveal Himself to them as the King of kings and Lord of Lords.

• For many Hindus, the meaning behind the customs and traditions of festival season has been diluted or even entirely forgotten. 
Pray that they would become disillusioned and discontent with empty ritualism and instead turn to the powerful and saving fai
found in Christ Jesus. 

• Many Hindus hesitate to follow Jesus because they fear losing the love and fellowship of their families. Pray that the family of God 
would welcome Hindu background believers with open arms, and that God would replace everything they give up for Him with 
His infinite blessings. 

• Pray that believers may be bold in engaging Hindus in spiritual conversations looking for opportunities to share the gospel 
and how the One True God gives victory over the power of evil.

How you can connect with Hindus during this Diwali season: 

• Ask if they celebrate and have them explain what it means.

• Compl ment any light or festive decorations they may have.

• Compliment their attire, usually it's new, specially bought or stitched for Diwali.

• Ask why it's called festival of lights.

• Look for similarities in their customs with Christmas and share why we celebrate Jesus’ birth.

Pick up a Diwali Prayer Guide today to help  
pray & connect with Hindus during this Diwali season

at the Missions Point in the Lobby 
or download at mountvernon.church/missions

Serving Opportunities

Warehouse Trips
See how shoeboxes are prepared for their journey. 

Charlotte, NC•Dec 7-9 & Baltimore, MD•Dec 11-12

Collection Week
Sunday, November 16-Monday, November 24

Volunteer Opportunities
Collection • On Call • Carton Loaders

Sign Up Online
mountvernon.church/missions

Sunday, December 14 
6pm-8pm • Sanctuary

Family Advent activity & snacks to follow.  
All are invited to this special worship & fellowship event!

Performances
Thursday, Dec 4 &  Friday, Dec 5 • 7pm

Saturday, Dec 6 • 2pm

FREE ADMISSION. No tickets required.

Bring your entire family  

& begin your holiday season with us.

mountvernon.church/christmas

Volunteer Opportunities
Usher/Greeter; Concessions/ 

Merchandise; Security; Parking Attendants;  

Meal Assistance; Makeup & Costume Assistance; Tear Down

Volunteer Interest Online: mountvernon.church/christmas

Tuesday, Dec 9 • 11am • Fellowship Hall 
Buffet Luncheon & Program 

Ticket: $20; on sale at Primetimers Thursday, Nov. 6 
 & Sunday Mornings in November

Volunteer Opportunities
Box Office; Concert Set-Up; Concession; 

Load In/Load Out; Merchandise; Security; Ticket Taker; 

Ushers/Greeters; Parking Attendant

Volunteer Interest Online: mountvernon.church/christmas

mountvernon.church/christmas



October 19, 2025

9am • Contemporary Service

Welcome 

Baptism  Rev. Jeff Randolph

Collins Cameron • Ryker Parrish

Songs of Praise Rejoice

 Raise A Hallelujah

Offertory Prayer

Offertory Shepherd Your Flock

 The Solid Rock

                                        Student Choir 

Sermon Dr. Josh Franklin

Abiding in God’s Love • 1 John 4:11-16

Invitation Forever Reign

Benediction 

10:30am • Traditional Service

Welcome

Songs of Praise Serve The Lord With Gladness

 All Creatures Of Our God And King (Lasst Uns Erfreuen)

 Our God Reigns (How Lovely On The Mountains)

Offertory Prayer

Offertory   Shepherd Your Flock

 The Solid Rock

Student Choir

Sermon Dr. Josh Franklin

Abiding in God’s Love • 1 John 4:11-16

Invitation Abide With Me

Benediction 

worship

Abiding in God’s Love 
1 John 4:11-16

Dr. Josh Franklin • Senior Pastor


